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In just a few months the French and European dairy farmers of the European Milk 
Board have gambled on and succeeded in uniting around a  plan, one of both survival 
and the future.

Of survival, firstly.
The term is strong, admittedly, but it reflects the catastrophic reality we know “out in 
the field”.

Too many of our colleagues have left us recently, without a fuss, just as they lived 
their lives, having no other way out than to take the last resort,  abandoning wives 
and children, mother and father, heritage and passion, alone and disgraced that they 
couldn’t find their way through territory heavily mined by others.

I  will  have  only  one  regret  about  my  commitment:  that  I  didn’t 
commit myself early enough to help them!
 
There are  pandemics we never suspect, but which destroy us ALL, slowly but 
surely!!

For them, for  us, for  everyone, it is our duty to fight to the end to force through a 
plan, a code of ethics, a philosophy, in short - a future.

This vision is not Utopian.

It is not Utopian because it is the wish of 140,000 European producers, to whom we 
can add those who are already trapped by liberal integration, enslaved by one way of 
thinking, or those manipulated as we were, and who will one day wake up.

It is not Utopian because it is the wish of the grass roots,  the consumer, and any 
individual with a modicum of realism and objectivity.

Excluding a few speculators as bland and insipid as their sole financial pleasure. 
Who can blame us for wanting to retain in our vocabulary the words pasture, hay, 
dew, storm, pitchfork, cream, cockerel and even dung-heap?

Who can blame us for wanting to carry on with family-based agriculture?

Who can prevent us from saving those who invested to ensure our countries’ food 
sovereignty, to save the young people already set up on the farm or to be set up, the 
guarantee of our future?



Who can prevent us from occupying every territory so as to combine production and 
the upkeep of the countryside?

Who  wants  uniform,  standard  milk  factories  –  polluting  killers  of  passion  and 
diversity?

Who wants to pursue this policy of overproduction, sacrificing on the altar of money 
the environment and thousands of farmers, like us, from emerging countries? 

Who  can  prevent  us  from  wanting  to  produce  quality,  healthy,  traceable  milk, 
respectful of animal welfare and the environment?

Who can prevent us from giving work back all its value?

Who can prevent us, finally, from putting an end to slavery to regain our  social and 
economic status?

As I said before, doubtless a few speculators...
But with a lot of backing...
Because for weeks and weeks on end our warning calls and our negotiations with our 
elected members, representatives, and all types of decision-makers remained futile 
and fruitless.

Only the last-ditch  effort of  the milk strike can allow us to 
force through our demands.

Even though no producer today has the requisite finances, we will begin this act of 
self-mutilation, aimed at calling the attention of every level of the state and Europe to 
the extreme gravity of the situation.
Since our milk has no value, no more trading in our milk!

We hold the milk, no more milk sector without the raw material!

This action, as the APLI  has always defended it in its public statements, is meant to 
be a voluntary, individual act taken in all conscience.

I make a solemn appeal to all local, national and European elected members to 
suspend all ideological debate and all division, and quickly listen to and apply 
our demands.

I call on every consumer to support this movement and the players in this movement.
It is for you, it is with you, it is together that we will win!



I call on the other agricultural sectors, whose future is also gloomy but that do not 
have this means of legal pressure, respectful of property and individuals, to support 
us by any peaceful means, retaining the spirit of our action.

I call on every farmer right now to forget any partisanship, any badge, 
any sympathies, to simply become a European milk striker!

I call on and urge every milk producer in France and Europe to join our  movement 
so that the mass effect proves our determination.

I  appeal  to  every striker  to  respect  those  among us who do not  wish  to  become 
involved.

I call for the taps to be opened after this evening’s milking!

This European protest movement is a first because it is started by the farmers!

We are building Europe...
The Europe of the men and women that work in it, the Europe of the men and women 
that consume in it, the Europe of the men and women that live in it, the Europe of the 
grass roots!!!!!!!!!


