
“The Milk Strike is our only chance”

The French dairy farmers have started striking and giving their milk away to consumers

Paris, 10th of September: It’s a rainy morning in the centre of Paris, not far from the Seine and the 
Eiffel Tower at the Esplanades des Invalides, where milk producers from every region of France 
have come together to draw attention to their situation. For several weeks now signs and boards 
announcing the impending strike have been displayed all over France. A group of some 50 dairy 
farmers has also arrived in Paris with their colourful BDM flags and Faironikas, bumping into 
colleagues hailing predominantly from Brittany and Normandy.
Time and again in the last few weeks and months the representatives of the EMB had turned to the 
dairies and politicians to come up with solutions that would enable a fair milk price. Alas, in vain! 
“The current policy is destroying us,” is how Romuald Schaber, President of the European Milk 
Board (EMB), sums up the situation, reiterating the EMB’s demands for a Europe-wide abolition of 
netting, a freezing of the quota increase and a voluntary suspension of quotas. Pascal Massol, leader 
of the French Milk Producers’ Association, the APLI, is even more direct as he expresses what for 
weeks many Frenchmen have been longing for. “I call on every dairy farmer to join in the strike.” 
He is quite explicit in extending his appeal to beyond only French producers. “I appeal to all our 
European colleagues to support us in the strike.”
Sieta Kempama, Vice-President of the EMB, declares her solidarity. “My milk stays at home,” the 
combative Dutchwoman cries out to her fellow dairy farmers. Nor will Romuald Schaber’s milk be 
supplied to the dairy as of today. “I declare my solidarity with my French colleagues, and will not 
be supplying any more milk from today.” You can practically sense his wish to call on all his fellow 
German farmers to do the same. It is only the fine threatened by the German Cartel Office that 
prevents him from doing so.
A political decision
That the cartel authorities are applying double standards by approving the increasing concentrations 
of dairy combines across Europe on the one hand but forbidding the dairy framers on the other hand 
from defending themselves against the ever increasing concentration of power, is evident from a 
glance over the border to Denmark. There the concentration process is so far advanced that there is 
only one dairy left nationwide. And it has flatly forbidden its suppliers to take part in the strike. 
Fredy de Martines, President of the Luxemburg Dairy Board, is fighting to prevent the same thing 
happening in Luxemburg. “Today is the first day in the fight for a fair price and a change in the 
system.”
Now enough is enough.
The French dairy farmers have organised themselves with surprising speed. In the last few weeks 
and months over 40,000 milk producers have thronged to the events put on by the milk producers’ 
association set up only early in the year, the APLI, to find out about the situation in the milk market 
and the possibilities of changing something themselves. Thierry Leservoisier (45) from Les Veys in 
Normandy makes it clear how vital independent information is: “We had no idea that the farmers 
were striking in Germany.” The French Farmers’ Union (FNSEA) had deliberately withheld 
information about that fact, he says. “And when the milk price is more or less acceptable, you’re not 
on the Internet all the time to keep up-to-date”, says Leservoisier. The FNSEA is still very much the 
biggest opponent and is trying to stir up fear of a strike among the farmers. But it seems the French 
dairy farmers have learnt that only if you keep yourself informed and have the courage of your own 
convictions can victory be achieved. That is why they have high hopes of support from their 
colleagues in neighbouring countries. Belgium and Luxemburg are with them at any rate. Now it is 
quite crucially up to the milk producers in Germany when it comes to changing the European milk 
policy and laying the foundation for a milk policy that is sustainable in the dairy farmers’ eyes.


