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Clear words from EMB at the High Level Conference on Milk 
Overall concept demanded for configuring the milk market in the  producers’ and 

consumers’ interests 

Brussels/Hamm: 
The “What future for milk?” conference organised by the EU Commission is being held today 
– Friday, 26 March 2010. The European Milk Board is taking this event as an opportunity to 
present its concept for a future configuration of the milk market.  

The politicians’ role in the future will be a new one; the milk producers will assume greater 
responsibility and become equal partners in the market. In future the volume of milk is 
essentially to be geared to a market that will enable cost-covering producer prices; damaging 
surpluses are to be avoided.  

Three characteristics of this future-oriented approach are essential:  

First: the configuration of the milk market must be regarded and implemented as an overall 
concept. Thus, strengthening the producer associations only makes sense if they too are given 
the opportunity to control milk supply effectively themselves.  

Second: an agency for configuring the milk market can only result in the European milk 
market operating in a fair way if it pursues socio-political objectives and the cost-covering 
milk producer price is enshrined in the objectives. It must be geared to the consumers’ and the 
producers’ interests.  

Third: the configuration of the milk market must be a European task. That means decisions 
taken by a European milk market agency and a European producer association must be 
generally binding for every milk producer in Europe.   

Romuald Schaber, President of the European Milk Board: “The people of Europe are entitled 
to a configuration of the milk market that meets their demands for sustainable milk production 
and does not cater for the demands of a few export-oriented dairies. This is what the EU High 
Level Expert Group should never lose sight of in its work.”  

The Paper enclosed contains more detailed information on how in the future the milk market 
can be configured in an economically, ecologically and socially sustainable way while 
allowing for greater responsibility to be borne by the milk producers.  

We will be glad to answer your queries at any time at office@europeanmilkboard.org or on 
0049/2381/4361200.  

Contacts on 26.3.2010: 
Romuald Schaber 0049/1603524703 (DE) 
Sieta van Keimpema 0031/612168000 (EN / NL) 
Willem Smeenk 0033/686436156 (FR) 
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