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Appeal	
  for	
  a	
  change	
  in	
  current	
  agricultural	
  and	
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Dear	
  Mr	
  Somogyi,	
  dear	
  Mr	
  Schulz-­‐Greve,	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
We	
  listened	
  to	
  your	
  presentations	
  at	
  the	
  conference	
  of	
  the	
  CoR,	
  „Changing	
  the	
  
rules	
  of	
   international	
  trade,	
  a	
  necessary	
  condition	
  for	
   facing	
  the	
  challenges	
  of	
  
agriculture,	
   food	
   and	
   planet"	
   on	
   8	
  March	
  with	
   great	
   interest.	
   It	
   became	
   very	
  
clear	
  at	
  the	
  event	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  need	
  in	
  the	
  agricultural	
  sector	
  to	
  reshape	
  
existing	
  trade	
  policy.	
  Shifting	
  priorities	
  towards	
  a	
  trade	
  strategy	
  that	
   is	
   fairer	
  
and	
  more	
  socially	
  and	
  environmentally	
  viable	
  is	
  especially	
  indispensable.	
  
	
  
As	
  you	
  stated	
  yourself	
   at	
   the	
   conference,	
   the	
  EU	
   is	
   a	
  very	
   large	
  exporter	
  and	
  
importer	
  in	
  the	
  agricultural	
  sector	
  and	
  thus,	
  has	
  a	
  huge	
  impact	
  on	
  global	
  trade.	
  
The	
  EU	
  as	
  a	
  key	
  player	
  in	
  this	
  context	
  can	
  and	
  must	
  be	
  a	
  pioneer	
  with	
  respect	
  
to	
  a	
  much	
  more	
  social	
  and	
  environmentally	
  friendly	
  policy.	
  
	
  
We	
  need	
  a	
  new	
  direction!	
  Continuing	
  with	
  current	
  EU	
  policy	
  with	
  its	
  one-­‐sided	
  
orientation,	
  where	
   "increase	
   trade"	
   is	
   the	
   guiding	
   principle,	
   is	
   not	
   an	
   option	
  
anymore	
  considering	
  both	
  EU-­‐wide	
  and	
  global	
  issues.	
  
	
  
There	
   are	
   already	
   concepts	
   that	
   could	
   constructively	
   improve	
   conditions	
   for	
  
local	
   agricultural	
   producers	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   those	
   in	
   third	
   countries.	
   At	
   the	
  
conference,	
   for	
   example,	
   the	
  Market	
   Responsibility	
   Programme	
   for	
   the	
   dairy	
  
sector	
  was	
  mentioned.	
  For	
  areas	
  where	
  specific	
  concepts	
  are	
  still	
  to	
  be	
  created,	
  
stakeholders,	
  experts	
  and	
  policy-­‐makers	
  must	
  work	
  together	
  toward	
  this	
  goal.	
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  Committee	
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In	
  the	
  EU	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  in	
  the	
  world,	
  we	
  are	
  facing	
  extremely	
  important	
  challenges.	
  
The	
  trade	
  framework	
  described	
  by	
  you	
  at	
  the	
  conference	
  is	
  unfortunately	
  not	
  
going	
  to	
  be	
  enough	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  them.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  appeal	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  to	
  your	
  institution	
  to	
  think	
  and	
  act	
  much	
  bigger	
  and	
  
to	
   seriously	
   consider	
   a	
   crucial	
   change	
   of	
   the	
   current	
   agricultural	
   and	
  
trade	
  policy.	
  	
  


