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EU dairy policy: joint statement of the ECVC and EMB

 

Brussels, March 14th, 2011:

On March 15th, 2011, James Nicholson, Member of the European Parliament, will  present his report on the European
Commission’s  milk  package to  the  European Parliament  Agricultural  Committee.  Both  the  European Coordination  Via
Campesina and the European Milk Board wish to point out most emphatically that neither the milk package itself nor the
amendments outlined in the Nicholson draft report are even remotely suitable for achieving a better functioning milk market
with fair prices for producers.

In the view of both European organisations, the active commitment of the EU’s political authorities is essential for shaping
and implementing the instruments of EU dairy policy.

Ultimately, the aim of any measures has to be to avoid future market distortions, while enabling milk producers to enjoy a
market  price  that  covers  their  production  costs.  An  effective  supply  management  for  the  entire  market  is  essential  for
achieving these goals. Further important goals of European policy that have to be achieved are transparency and a fair
distribution of profit margins within the value chain.

Contracts between producers and processors may only be legally acceptable if they at least take into account the average
cost of milk production in the EU.
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