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Reality check a major blow to political objectives

The objective of having a regional, independent, and sustainable agriculture cannot be
reached with the current EU policy. Reforms are urgently needed!

(Berlin, 19 January 2023)

More independence and better food security
More regional production
Small and medium-sized farms, along with greener farms, should be the backbone of European agriculture

Consistently sustainable farming

Numerous are those - farmers, consumers, and political representatives - who fully support such an image of agriculture. It
depicts an optimistic future that will equally benefit consumers, producers, and the EU as a whole. As the European Milk
Board's (EMB) Executive Committee representatives highlighted during their press conference at this year’s International
Green Week, in Berlin, this idea of our future agriculture is, in fact, far from being realistic. Quite the contrary. A large part of
the political aspirations and strategies that help shape the agricultural economy go against these objectives. Portraying
these very objectives as wishful thinking is probably the most apt description they can be given.

This farming sector lacks a solid bedrock

Instead of having a healthy production structure, the EU farming system is eroding and had led to a drastic reduction in the
number of farms in Europe, falling from 15 million to 10 million between 2003 and 2016. And this trend is set to continue in
the coming years, those most affected by these developments being small and medium-sized farms. In spite of the difficult
work farmers carry out, considerably lower profit margins and a meagre income are taking their toll on the sector, pushing
farms to close down and depriving younger generations of any prospects of starting their own business.

The EMB’s Chair, Kjartan Poulsen, also fails to see any potential for a sustainable change given the current developments:
“Although the milk price is currently higher than usual and costs are covered for the first time in some regions, this does not
make up for the major losses farmers have incurred over the past decades.” On top of that, costs are increasing
exponentially, and the prospect of prices soon being lowered means that their income will, once again, be put under
enormous pressure. As he pointed out, the major political objectives cannot be reached if the sector does not undergo any
reforms or isn't stabilised in a consistent manner.

These regulations, measures and reforms play an essential role to reform the EU’s farming sector:

An EU-wide regulation banning the selling of products below their cost of production

An actual involvement of farmers in the development of concepts and in the implementation of the Green Deal, and
providing them with the adequate tools

Adequate crisis instruments in the EU agricultural system

Different objectives and a different structure for the CDG Milk and the MMO (Milk Market Observatory)

Strong horizontal producer organisations that, without the exception of cooperatives, pool producers for a better
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negotiating position
e Mirror clauses in the EU’s trade regulations
e Removing agriculture from the WTO and free-trade agreements
e Openly strengthen and expand the Fair Milk projects in the EU

“The EU is able to come up with goals that are good for the current agricultural policy”, says EMB Vice-chair EImar Hannen
regarding current political practices. “But when these objectives are being given a reality check because the wrong course
has been set, or because the right course has not been set, then neither we farmers nor the consumers will benefit from the
catchy slogans that these goals actually are.”
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An [-wide regelation banning the selling of product: Below tair coat of production

L g

What h obvite In ot techan = that coets ane pasied on and refiected in the price = i a0l & gven
i, fof g, et Sy SECDOL 1L B chear What th Arelael Aand b puihing griced below the do@
. A LU repulaion bassning this goi8 shartiall soukd Haldng tarmen’ inooeme and the prodaction
trectuse in the entios [U.

An actual irvechrement of farmert in She b af ard s the of
the Green Deal, snd previding thes with the sdeguits kol

Wy
Ay it piands, larmery do not e part in devploping fhe Green Deal, The cbjectives are diciaied in
them, arsd they ane eapeined 03 bear the sddinnned laaaial busden pereraied by these siaoegees
wirhy thedr diready eniremely e Boome. This e 00 charge . Progucen mus be placed ar phe
heart ol agriceitoral sirateghes asd muil L 2art in their dewelop=enl. Cirmate chisge cansal be
Toraght withenst tee hele o larmeni. Tre dreen Deal muil be uied 34 8 1osd 1o refarm ehe dument
wynbe and barn i rio 2 wocially wndsinabie model

orhids b =i e d bt the EU sEsiateal dyites. Thess nokedes &
ing early warning sechankm that werks with the fight indicaton which reflect the rue
produdtien peals and pravide for an sdequits produter inceme.

W

iwer Ehe past yeass, the il macket has had e addreis 8 rumbe of vetErither Srie. & serpd in
BTN B 10 pri0es plumemeting and b rasy poduters ot of esiness. These CHie can
b arvoided, or even matigatesd, i they ane asdieaned early eraugh with the right mechariomt sech
ok, o emampie, & volume rpdution icheme that counbeni owerproduction. Thil b an eliecie
i s Boe Brult wien i1 wad deglowed b the EU In 2006-2807.

v Diffeent objectve sad & @Mt steertune Bod the D00 WK sad the MMDD (MK Blakie
Ciservationy] mhih thald bith sothely M 00 b balsrtbd aeed Lak dnsibainben of sided vabis,

Wy ?

Tha mitabinhment of the MY wai 3 major milescne in the dalry iscior. Hower, Bhe MW
mandate and LSk wlsrteniely do rel ge e esough. The BMD =il be Luimed o an
i sl g1 geventing and ringating orieer. Th saevee g0 bar the EURs Ondl Dialogies
Groapn Suring which from the DU C and from the dairy secicr echange
inikghti. Exchasgiag date esd 4 1] Bt 0 A sctien b ebes based on the
ENRETTHE G 10T SR RTINS, N IDIDRETENS [0 [ LB b ThE SECTOL

+  dareag herd i pro latiand thit, witheut the esteption of ceoperathens, paol

Wi
Strong procucer organiatiom are Arong negatistion partnen when R comes B3 negotistieg
producer prices with dairkes. Sech an crgasiation can aaly have ssch power H 18 brings iogather
Producen snd negotiabes with upwral daivien, L., 1§ i horinonkally stroctued. So-called “wertical”
[ et dainy will newer harer S abiBty 0 develop such chout,

+  Mirror clauien Baat gusrantes that imported focd and feed comply with DU requirersenty. Their
compliancs munt sha be enured theough iwificlent control sad nanction.

ree)
W mzoeied poods hier =0l Bees groduced adcording 1o e wme £morasments’ sepulstans o
st produned in th EU, thiy e Semage 01 sevenl bevel, They can usdencn the EU-rasde
prodetts bavauue of their lower production ao, which ame due 6o their lower emvinenmental
wancdands snd, 68 duch, difer thes cut of the market Th kow bowel of coals abio beach 1o an

g ol the p o i , Wi g preate | Smage
thare, and B for goodh Bhat are conssmad within the [U.

+  Arduce the deperdency on imports snd cheag, harmiul saperts by cemoving sgritubture Trom the
WG and dree-rade sgreements

Wy

A retponitible L trade podoy thould ma losger alow cheap produit bo B dumipsd ot st
markety ap this practice destroys fermers’ Ivelhoody and sounces of inome i gther Staber. By
viening inrasingly e Pl o Waels, wee will be Bampering eflomi smed o1 haviag EU
Pogel soreefegnity a%d Baiel selurity, will have & GEEELSE PRDB OR D DWT BIOSETRS
FAPTIES v will et P peelingg ERBpeineg s Lhal pollets the £

Dpebaly inrengihen snd dupand the Falr MR projen in the L

Wyt
Faiir WA b @ beasding eneripde. This ool £rables i pariiipasts 1 fecehe COrl-(OWETing piioes,
which slss provides them with & Talf inoome. Although thi preject B slresdy |5 Tull dwisg 18
oS duth a3 Franoe, G Beigu=, ‘s ind Switrbrlasd, they do At L reRch
estgh cossumen asd producens. Falr Milk has 8 posiive Impsct on the Be and welhood of
faf e, ard It dhold Lhesedons be dieed 15 Lhifl mare prod s baatt fros i Heve, the
U can conbribate b Esh project by publicl ncogniving fy benefits,

Download press release as PDF

Contact:


https://www.europeanmilkboard.org/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=17548&md5=591aa3a3356ad8c26a22f0a28bbc034b16fd18bf&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjY0NW0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI4MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.europeanmilkboard.org/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=17549&md5=daa63697180262c7ca9cc94f893003e26eca5746&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjY0NW0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI4MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.europeanmilkboard.org/fileadmin/Dokumente/Press_Release/2023_01_IGW/01_2023_Pressemitteilung_EN_form.pdf

EMB Chair Kjartan Poulsen (EN, DE, DK): +45 (0)21 28 88 99
EMB Vice-Chair EImar Hannen (DE): +49 (0)175 6378484
EMB Management Silvia Daberitz (EN, FR, DE): +32 (0)2 808 1936

<<< back


javascript:history.back()

